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for Hindus is paramount. 


The Record (Hackensack, New Jersey) - Sun, Oct 26, 2014 - Page L1 


OBITUARIES 4, 5, 


6 


Halloween 

food drive 
helps keep 
volunteers busy 
in Paramus. 


Devotees praying at Hindu Samaj temple in Mahwah during a Diwali celebration on Saturday. 


Diwali festival reflects a growing community 


STAFF WRITER 


MAHWAH ~ When Ashish Pachauri 
moved to Bergen County from Pennsylva- 
nia one year ago, he, his wife, Saumya, and 
their 53-year-old daughter, Myra, ‘didn't feel 
‘at home until they found a Hindu temple 
where they could hold onto cultural tradi- 
tions, 

The Pachauris found that feeling of 
home at the Hindu Samaj Temple of Mah- 
wah, which hosted a Diwali celebration 
Saturday and drew more than 800 of 
North Jersey's growing Indian-American 
population. 

‘Common in the immigrant experience 
isa desire to find institutions where tradi 
tions are not lost in the melting pot of 


“The moment we came in here, we real- 
ized that we needed to come for almost 
every occasion,” Pachauri said. “Diwali is 
the biggest celebration for a Hindu family 
~ this is about good winning over evil and 
that’s why we celebrate.” 

Diwali, also known as the Festival of 
Lights, marks the time of year when Hin: 
dus symbolically cast away evil and invite 
good and prosperity with the light of lamps 
and candles, Where darkness represents 
evil to Hindus, lighting the lamp is a 
metaphor for the attainment of knowledge 
and symbolizes the destruction of negative 
attitudes and behaviors. 

Rani Kokate, a first generation Indian- 
American and co-organizer of Saturday's 
Diwali mela, or fair, said the youngest gen- 


American communities. And for many In- erations within the community 
dian-Americans, having a place to cele- 
brate one of most important observances 


See DIWALI Page L-2 


nity enjoy Sumati Gupta and her son Prathamesh, from Pearl River, N.Y., 
greater access to cultural traditions that receiving blessings from the priest at the Hindu Samaj tem- 
ple in Mahwah during a Diwali celebration on Saturday. 
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Ho-Ho-Kus planners blast online petition 


Change.org survey opposing subdivision pulled 


By CHRIS HARRIS 
STARE wnITER 


HO-HO-KUS — An online petition 
opposing a controversial subdivision pro- 
posal has disappeared from the Web, not 
even 24 hours after being dubbed “ille- 
gal” by Planning Board Chairman John 
Hanlon. 

Launched via Change org, the petition 
called on the Planning Board to reject a 


subdivision application filed months ago 
by Upper Saddle River's Chamberain 
Deve 13. 


jopers 
‘The Planning Board has been consid 
cing the application since the spring. 
an (in seeks to convert nearly 4 
acres of mostly wooded land into 11 sin- 
gle-home plots, called the Hollows at 
Ho-Ho-Kus. 


Seven of the 11 subdivided lots would 
be accessible via a proposed cul-de-sac 
opening onto West Saddle River Road, 
while four other properties would have 
frontage on Van Dyke Drive. 

‘The survey called the planned project 
deficient and not compatible with the 
borough’s master plan. 

Hanlon said at a meeting last week the 


Little red stickers a matter of life or death 


Teens in fewer crashes 
with decal ID program 


“What did I do, now?” 

‘That was the usual reaction from more 
than 100 young drivers last week as po- 
lice in Montclair, Caldwell and three oth- 
er Essex County towns stopped them for 
doing what teens usually tell adults 
they're doing — absolutely nothing. 

But to commemorate National Teen 
Driver Safety Week, police weren't issu- 
ing tickets. They were gving each teen a 
red envelope with a $5 certificate to a 
fast-food restaurant plus a note of com- 
mendation precede to their parents. 


“We wanted to thank 

you for displaying the 
red decal,” said Arnold 
Anderson, an ex-county 
cop, who arranged the 
stops. 
‘Those tiny red decals 
stirred passions _ in 
households across New 
Jersey in 2010 when the 
state became the first in 
the nation to require 
first-year drivers to stick 
the removable patches 
‘on each license plate under the Gradu- 
ated Driver License program. 

‘The decal requirement is known as 
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Kyleigh’s Law for Kyleigh D’Alessio, a 
16-year-old Morris County girl killed in 
42006 crash as a passenger in car driven 
by another teenager. That tragedy helped 
develop support for the decal, but tens of 
thousands of teens and parents cried 
foul, arguing that the little red identifier 
would target young people for violence 
and police abuse. 

Hardly any of the objectors denied the 
fact that fea crashes were killing more 
teens than anything else or that teens 
represented only 6 percent of the state's 
population, yet they contributed to 14 
percent of its road deaths, They simply 


survey was emailed twice to each of the 
Planning Board's 10 members; only one, 
Borough Administrator Don Cirull, read 
it 

“This attempt to intimidate and influ- 
ence the board is illegal," Hanlon said. 

Evidence regarding any application 
must be presented to the Planning Board 
during its weekly proceedings, according 
to a borough official. 

See PETITION Page L-3 
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Jack Bruce, 
bassist and lead 
singer for the 
blues-rock band 
Cream, dies at 71. 
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Teenager 
eyes spot 
on school 
board 


Graduate running 
uncontested in Ft. Lee 


By LINH TAT 
STAFF WRITER 


Daniel Golabek of Elmwood Park had 
been a high school graduate for less than five 
months. Chase Harrison of Millburn wasn't 
even old enough to vote when he filed his 
candidacy papers. Yet despite their relative 
lack of life experiences, both men were elect- 
ed to their school boards last November. 

Now, an 18-year-old recent high school 
graduate plans to do the same in Fort Lee. But 
unlike his predecessors, who faced opposi- 
tion, Ammad Quraishi is running in an un 
contested race. 

‘There is relief in knowing the pressure is 
off, Quraishi concedes, though he said he had 
looked forward to fundrais- 
ing and knocking on doors 
to gain campaign experience 
- plans that he set aside 
when it became clear that 
wasn't necessary. 

Nevertheless, Quraishi 
said he would take seriously 
his duties as a trustee. As QURAISHI 

resident of the student body 

ast year, Quraishi said he saw students failiny 
to approach district officials because they felt 
intimidated or feared they wouldn't be taken 
seriously because of their age. 

‘That's where the recent high school gradu- 
ate thinks he will be useful — helping to facil- 
itate communication between his peers and 
the administration. 

“With this candidacy, I've recetved numer. 
ous emails and text messages from students 
asking what's going on with the board,” he 
said. “I find it interesting that they don’t at- 
tend those meetings and they don't ask the 
administrators.” 

While not the norm, it's not unheard of for 
teenagers to be elected to their local school 
boards. Besides Harrison and Golabek, at 
least four other individuals in New Jersey 
were elected to their school boards while in 
their teens, according to the New Jersey 
School Boards Association. Moreover, a 2010 
article by the association reported that fewer 
than 2 percent of school board members in 
the state were under the age of 30, 

Quraishi, who turns 19 in December, be- 
lieves he'll bring the youth perspective to the 


“The board members currently, they've 
been out of high school a long time now,” he 
said. “Things may have been different when 
they were in school, ... | would be adding the 
perspective of the current student.” 

As for his age, Quraishi dismisses criticisms 
from skeptics who are doubtful that a teenag- 
er in his first year of college is qualified to 
serve as a trustee, let alone decide on a $63.4 
million district budget. 

“Ultimately, everyone doesn't want to 
spend more than they have to. That's a uni: 

See TEENS Page L-3 


ll Fort Lee school board hopetuls 
ideas, LB 
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didn’t like the solution advanced by a In another effort to hone their driving skills, teens were taught how to cope 
See ROAD Page L-7_ with road hazards at a Safer Drivers class at MetLife Stadium on Saturday. 
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